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Schoolhouse rock: Band aids music program

By Jenn Zemke
Record-Journal staff

MERIDEN — When Geo Filippi-
des enrolled in the Parent Leader-
ship Training Institute class, he had
no idea where it would lead. The
path took him to raising $1,200 for

, the Benjamin Franklin School music
program.

The class, which runs for 20
weeks, requires that all participants
do a community service project in-
volving children and the communi-
ty. Filippides gravitated toward mu-

sic.

He got together with a group of
friends with whom he regularly
plays in a band, and they agreed to
help with his project.

“I have friends with big hearts,”
he said.

Ben Franklin was chosen because
his daughter attends the school. Fil-
ippides first ran the idea by Princi-
pal Dan Coffey in March, He was
thrilled with the proposal.

It “blossomed from there,” Filip-
pides said.

The guitarist next met with his

bandmates to decide on what kind
of music they would perform. They
chose 55 Beatles songs, from classic
hits to the obscure.

“We pulled out a lot of curve-
balls,” Filippides said of the song
choices.

The band had a preview night at
Franklin and everyone was recep-
tive to Filippides’ project. When the
band performed May 5 at Augusta
Curtis Cultural Center, it was a full
house. He was able to get sponsors
for beverage and food.

In one night, Filippides raised

$1,200 for the music program and he
was shocked.

“This was my first attempt at
something like this,” he said.

The band decided to call itself
Number Nine, after a Beatles song,
“Revolution No. 9.” “We take our-
selves seriously, with arrangements
especially. We’ve moved onto other
ideas,” he said. But “we're not look-
ing to go out on the road or make an
album.”

Coffey plans on making that mon-
ey available to low-income children
who want to play an instrument. “A

lot of people think it’s a great thing
for school, but many don’t have a lo
of money and are often live montl
to month. It’s a luxury, a want not :
need,” Coffey said of instrumenta
music.

Coffey is hoping to waive the $5(
fee for low-income students. “Thi:
money is so appreciated,” he said.

Coffey realized the impact thi
could have on students for the res
of their lives. Filippides “was pas
sionate, into it. He went above anc
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beyond, helping with children
in not only the school, but the
community as well,” Coffey

said.

The

Parent Leadership

Training Institute, which began
in 1998 and is a part of the city’s
Children First Initiative, helps
parents understand the demo-
cratic process so they can be
better advocates for their chil-
dren. Parents must applt to the

fa am and l?e chosen
on committee.
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